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Ricardo-led consortium wins UK 
government funding for safety-critical 
systems development 
  

 Project funding secured from the Advanced Manufacturing 
Supply Chain Initiative, a competition to create globally 
competitive supply chains  

 Ricardo-led PICASSOS project aims to deliver a step-change 
improvement in the ability of the UK supply chain to develop 
safe and secure embedded software systems at an 
affordable price 

 

Safety-critical systems development is an area of particular concern for today’s auto 

industry, not least due to increases in both the complexity of control technology and 

the level of powertrain electrification. This will be the focus of the PICASSOS project, 

which stands for Proving Integrity of Complex Automotive Systems, and will be 

carried out in the West Midlands by Ricardo, together with partners Jaguar Land 

Rover, Axeon Power, YorkMetrics, D-RisQ and the universities of Oxford, Coventry 

and Warwick.  

 

PICASSOS was announced today as one of the successful bidders for funding 

(subject to due diligence) under Round 2 of the UK Government’s Advanced 

Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative (AMSCI). As well as promoting more 

competitive supply chains, the initiative of competitive awards aims to sustain or 

create new employment opportunities, and create better synergies and sustained 

collaborative relationships throughout its participating supply chains.  With a total 
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value of £2.4 million and subject to AMSCI funding of £1.5 million, the PICASSOS 

project aims to create and safeguard in excess of 200 jobs. 

 

“Safety critical control systems are a crucial enabler for many of the most promising 

future innovations in automotive safety and fuel economy improvement, emissions 

reduction and more sustainable transport,” commented Ricardo UK managing director 

Martin Fausset. “We are extremely pleased that the PICASSOS project has been 

selected for funding under the Advanced Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative, and 

believe that this work has a significant role to play in revitalizing the UK supply chain 

in this internationally significant area of future technology.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. With almost a century of delivering value, we employ over 
2300 professional engineers, consultants and staff. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. Our client list 
includes the world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain 
organizations, energy companies, financial institutions & governments. Guided by our 
corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our 
customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit 
www.ricardo.com. 
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